
Report to: Planning 
Committee

Date of Meeting: Wednesday 27 
September 2017

Subject: Adoption of Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) and 
Information Notes

Report of: Chief Planning 
Officer

Wards Affected: (All Wards);

Portfolio: Cabinet Member: Planning and Building Control 

Is this a Key 
Decision:

Yes Included in 
Forward Plan:

Yes 

Exempt / 
Confidential 
Report:

No

Summary:

To advise Planning Committee of the adoption of 5 SPDs and 2 Information Notes, and 
that 2 existing SPGs and 2 SPDs will no longer be used for planning purposes. These 
are available to view at www.sefton.gov.uk/spd .

Recommendation(s):

That the contents of this report be noted for information. The draft SPDs and Information 
Notes have already been used for Development Management purposes since they were 
approved for consultation purposes.

The following Supplementary Planning Documents and Information Notes were adopted 
by the Council on 7th September 2017:

 Land east of Maghull SPD (including the SEA Report).
 Crosby Centre SPD
 Nature Conservation SPD
 Open Space SPD
 Control of hot food takeaways and betting shops SPD
 Developer contributions towards education provision Information Note
 Mineral Safeguarding Information Note

The following Supplementary Planning Document and Supplementary Planning 
Guidance have been revoked and will no longer be used in determining planning 
applications:

 Greenspace, Trees and Development SPG
 Archaeology SPG.

Reasons for the Recommendation(s):

http://www.sefton.gov.uk/spd


To inform Planning Committee of the Cabinet decision taken on 7th September 2017.

Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications)

None. 

What will it cost and how will it be financed?

(A) Revenue Costs

N/A

(B) Capital Costs

The use of Section 106 Agreements as referred to in the Land East of Maghull and the 
Open space SPDs and the Financial Contributions to Education Contributions 
Information Note will provide a new funding stream. The money raised is required in 
order to ensure that the developments meet the policy requirements set out in the 
recently adopted Sefton Local Plan by providing the required infrastructure as and when 
required. As this is a legally binding document, any money rasied cannot be used for 
other purposes.

Implications of the Proposals:

Financial Implications:
As set out in the report.

Legal Implications:
The Cabinet has delegated authority to adopt Supplementary Planning Documents 
[SPD’s] for Development Management Purposes 
Equality Implications:

There are no equality implications. 

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:

Protect the most vulnerable:
The Hot Food and Betting Shops SPD seeks to restrict where these uses can be 
located, in order to try to help reduce the number of people using these facilities. 
Whilst the Land east of Maghull SPD does not add to Local Plan policy, it does reiterate 
the need for the provision of 30% affordable housing, 2 older persons housing 
schemes, and a Business Park (jobs) as part of the development, as well as 
contributions to infrastructure enhancements including the expansion of Summerhill 
Primary School, a subsidised bus route through the site for the first 5 years, provision of 
local shops and a contribution to enhanced health provision in Maghull, all of which will 
benefit the most vulnerable.

Facilitate confident and resilient communities:
All of the SPDs and Information Notes will do this to some extent.



Commission, broker and provide core services:
N/A
Place – leadership and influencer:
As above
Drivers of change and reform:
N/A
Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity:
The provision of a new Business Park on the Land east of Maghull site and the 
framework for regenerating Crosby Town Centre will help achieve this aim.
Greater income for social investment: 
As above.
Cleaner Greener
The Open Space and nature SPDS in particular will support this aim, as will the Land 
east of Maghull SPD which requires the provision of a new park and play and sports 
facilities as part of the development of this site.

What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?

(A) Internal Consultations

The Head of Corporate Resources (FD4777/17) and Head of Regulation and 
Compliance (LD44061/17) have been consulted and any comments have been 
incorporated into the report.

(B) External Consultations 

Consultation on the draft SPDs and Information Notes has took place between March 
and May 2017. The comments received have been incorporated where appropriate, and 
our response to all comments received published on line. 

Implementation Date for the Decision

N/A – the report is for noting.

(Please delete as appropriate and remove this text)

Contact Officer: Ingrid Berry
Telephone Number: 0345 140 0845 (Option 4)
Email Address: Ingrid.berry@sefton.gov.uk 

Appendices:

There are no appendices to this report

Background Papers:

The adopted SPDs and Information Notes (background papers), which are not available 
elsewhere on the Internet can be accessed on the Council website: 
www.sefton.gov.uk/spd 

mailto:Ingrid.berry@sefton.gov.uk
http://www.sefton.gov.uk/spd


1. Introduction/Background

1.1 The full report whereby the Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) and 
Information Notes referred to in the report were adopted by Cabinet (Minute 55) 
can be viewed at http://smbc-modgov-
01/documents/g8789/Public%20reports%20pack%2007th-Sep-
2017%2010.00%20Cabinet.pdf?T=10 .

2. Land east of Maghull SPD

2.1 This SPD is required by Local Plan policy MN3 ‘Land east of Maghull’ to provide
the development framework for this key strategic site. The site will provide a 
minimum of 1400 dwellings, including affordable and aged persons housing, a 
serviced Business Park with a net area of 20ha, as well as supporting facilities 
and infrastructure. It is the largest site allocated for development in the Local Plan 
and will be developed by a number of developers over the next 15 – 20 years.

2.2 The SPD, provides more detailed requirements about how the policy requirements 
set out in the Local Plan should be met and how constraints such as flood risk, 
surface water management and ecology should be addressed. It also sets out an 
indicative timetable for the delivery of key planning milestones including the 
enlargement of the Summerhill Primary School, and the provision of a bus route 
through the site, the Business Park, the proposed open space, and local shops 
and services.

2.3 It sets out development principles to ensure that the site is developed as an 
integrated and comprehensive manner, over about 15 - 20 years by several 
developers. Each area is likely to be subject to separate planning applications, so 
it is essential that they fit together to achieve a high quality development. It 
therefore identifies the location and extent of the proposed Business Park and 
where the accessed will be located, the route of the distributor road and the 
proposed bus route through the site, pedestrian and cycle routes, the ‘main’ park 
and other open space that is required, and the location of the local shopping 
provision. It also sets out how flood risk and surface water management needs to 
be addressed across the whole of the site, and not simply within each individual 
development.

2.4 The SPD also sets out design requirements for the site to ensure a high quality 
design is achieved. As well as architectural design, the SPD also sets out a 
requirement that a Design Code for each neighbourhood is included as part of the 
Design and Access Statement submitted with individual planning applications for 
the development of the site.

2.5 It also sets out requirements relating landscaping and the provision of open 
space, the provision of new habitats and sustainable drainage systems including 
the long term management and maintenance of these areas.

2.6 The SPD also sets out when financial contributions to the expansion of 
Summerhill School are required, and the triggers for when the provision of the 
serviced Business Park and local shopping provision and other infrastructure are 
required. This includes a contribution towards the cost of the provision of 

http://smbc-modgov-01/documents/g8789/Public%20reports%20pack%2007th-Sep-2017%2010.00%20Cabinet.pdf?T=10
http://smbc-modgov-01/documents/g8789/Public%20reports%20pack%2007th-Sep-2017%2010.00%20Cabinet.pdf?T=10
http://smbc-modgov-01/documents/g8789/Public%20reports%20pack%2007th-Sep-2017%2010.00%20Cabinet.pdf?T=10


improved health facilities to serve Maghull, if it is decided not to locate them 
located within the development.

2.7 In this particular case, at least £4.55m could be accrued through Section 106 
Agreements to meet the essential infrastructure required to make the 
development acceptable. Other requirements may also emerge when planning 
applications are determined. The payments are governed by three tests set out in 
paragraph 122 of the CIL Regulations, and the money raised through the use of 
the Section 106 Agreements must be ring-fenced for the purpose for which they 
have been obtained.

3. Crosby Centre SPD

3.1 This SPD, which can be viewed at www.sefton.gov.uk/newspd, sets out a 
framework for investment and development within Crosby centre, taking into 
account the recommendations of the Crosby Investment Strategy and the relevant 
policies in the Sefton Local Plan which seek to secure the regeneration of the 
centre. It identifies a number of development principles that apply across the 
whole centre as well those specific to the three sites that have been identified for 
future development.

4. Nature Conservation SPD

4.1 The Nature Conservation SPD, which can be viewed at 
www.sefton.gov.uk/newspd, sets out how the Council will deal with planning 
applications that may result in a significant likely effect on an internationally 
important nature site or which may affect other designated sites of nature and/or 
geological importance, Priority Habitats, legally protected species and/or Priority 
Species. It supplements policies NH1 ‘Natural Assets’, NH2 ‘Nature’ and NH3 
‘Development in the Nature Improvement Area’. It provides examples of how 
biodiversity can be incorporated into development and provides guidance on the 
relationship with and the requirements of the Habitats Regulations.

5. Open space SPD

5.1 The Open Space SPD, which can be viewed at www.sefton.gov.uk/newspd, aims 
to provide clear guidance relating to the implementation of Local Plan policies 
EQ9 ‘Provision of public open space, strategic paths and trees in development’ 
and NH5 ‘Protection of open space and Countryside Recreation Areas’. In relation 
to the former, it sets out what public open space is required in connection with 
new development, whilst with regard to policy NH5 it sets out guidance to assess 
whether an open space or an outdoor sports and recreation facility is surplus to 
requirements and what constitutes appropriate replacement provision. It also sets 
out broad design principles and expectations for management and maintenance, 
so that open space is of the same high quality irrespective of who provides or 
manages it.

5.2 Reflecting the policy position in the Local Plan, it is no longer always appropriate 
to require open space to be provided on every site and in many instances a 
financial contribution will be sought towards the cost of improving a nearby 
existing open space. Where open space is provided on site, it will be the 
developer’s responsibility to manage and maintain these areas, not the Council’s.



5.3 Any developer who has already signed a section 106 Agreement in relation to 
open space provision could apply to vary the existing Agreement to reflect the 
new requirements.

6. Hot food takeaways and betting shops

6.1 This SPD sets out how hot food takeaways and betting shops, both of which have 
the potential to harm health and well-being, will be regulated, in support of Local 
Plan policies EQ1 ‘Healthy Sefton’ and EQ10 ‘Food and drink’.

6.2 In relation to hot food takeaways, the SPD provides guidance on appropriate 
locations for new facilities taking into account the concentration of similar 
premises in the vicinity and the proximity of secondary schools and further 
education establishments. Limiting new outlets in these sensitive locations will 
help to promote healthy communities and maintain the character, vitality and 
viability of our town, district and local centres and shopping parades.

6.3 In relation to betting shops, the popularity of fixed odds betting terminals in betting 
shops is thought to contribute to rising rates of problematic gambling. The SPD 
therefore seeks to restrict these to locations in the defined town, district and local 
centres and shopping parades.

6.4 In both cases, the concentration of each use should not exceed 5% of the total 
number of commercial units in the centre or parade. In addition, only one unit of 
each type of use will be permitted in a parade of fewer than 20 units, and in the 
centres, the proportion of A1 uses (retail shops, post offices, hairdressers etc) in 
the primary retail frontages should not fall below 70% of the total units in the 
relevant area.

7. Minerals Safeguarding Note

7.1 Although Sefton does not have extensive mineral resources within its area, it does 
contain sand and gravel suitable for use as construction aggregate. Currently no 
extraction is taking place in Sefton, although some of these resources have been 
worked in the past. In addition, marine-won aggregate is landed at the Port of 
Liverpool. As a result, a Minerals Safeguarding Area (MSA) has been designated 
in the Local Plan.

7.2 The guidance note has been prepared to assist those proposing development 
within a designated MSA. Appendix 2 of the MSA sets out the evidence 
requirements in order that a Minerals Assessment can be submitted with any 
relevant planning application. This is to ensure that mineral resources are not 
sterilised.

8. Financial contributions for Education Information Note

8.1 The level of new housing building proposed in the Local Plan will result in 
increased pressure on capacity in Sefton’s schools. In the absence of an adopted 
Community Infrastructure Levy the Council is seeking a financial contribution of 
£2065.13 per new dwelling apart from specialist accommodation for older people 
or housing restricted to the over 55’s and one bedroomed accommodation. That is 



because such housing is not expected to have residents of school age living 
there.

8.2 The Note sets out how the amount of money required is calculated, and where 
payments are required since not all of Sefton has a shortage of school places, and 
is subject to viability. The payment is staged over up to 2 years, depending on the 
size of the development and the amount of money due.

9. Existing SPDs and SPGs

9.1 Now that the Open Space SPD has been adopted, it will replace the current 
Greenspace, Trees and development SPG, and the latter should therefore be 
revoked.

9.2 The Archaeology SPG was adopted in November 2003. Its context has either 
been superseded by the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and / or 
policies in the Local Plan, and it is therefore proposed to revoke this SPG.

9.3 Planning Services will update the remaining SPGs and SPDs to reflect the new 
policy context provided by the NPPF and the Local Plan over the next 12 - 18 
months as resources permit.


